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GIFTED REFERRAL PROCEDURE


Dear Parent:

All funding for gifted education comes from the Georgia Department of Education.  The Gwinnett County Public School System must follow all policies and regulations provided by the Department of Education for gifted programs.
Referral for gifted evaluation is a multi-step process as part of the Department of Education’s multiple criteria placement procedures.

STEP 1:  ACHIEVEMENT PORTFOLIO: Student must submit three pieces of
               documentation of accomplishment in an area of academic talent, which includes
               visual and performing arts. (Please see other page for instructions.)

STEP 2:  The school referral team reviews this documentation and determines whether


    or not the student’s referral should continue. Relevant school records such as

    current standardized test results are also reviewed. 
STEP 3:  A parent consent form must be signed for those students who will continue 

   the referral process.

STEP 4:  The local school gifted program coordinator will then schedule testing for the


    student and administer several new standardized tests if there are no current


    tests on file. (A test must be no more than two years old to be current.)

                Required standardized tests:


    Mental ability
minimum score:  96%


    Achievement
minimum score:  90% in either total Reading or total Math


    Creativity               minimum score:  90% (test or Teacher Rating Scale):
                Motivation             minimum score:  3.68 or 92 Grade Point Average or

                 




    90% on a Teacher Rating Scale 
STEP 5:   The student must qualify in three out of four categories.


     Qualifying categories must include at least one standardized test.
STEP 6:  The Eligibility Committee reviews the results to determine if the student

    qualifies for gifted placement. 
STEP 7:  The student’s placement form goes to the GCPS Director of Gifted Education



    for final approval.

STEP8:   The placement form goes home for a parent signature.

STEP 9: The student is eligible for gifted classes but might have to wait until the next

     semester to transfer into gifted classes.

STEP 10: Parent must contact school to request student’s schedule change.

If you want to have your student evaluated, please help him/her to collect the portfolio documentation. Students frequently fail to return these documented accomplishments.  The referral process cannot proceed without it. .
Please email me for more information.  I will be happy to answer any questions.    

jolinda_collins@gwinnett.k12.ga.us 



THE ACHIEVEMENT PORTFOLIO
Consideration for the gifted program begins with your achievement portfolio. 

(Please see page 1 for description of referral and evaluation steps.) 

Please bring the achievement portfolio as described below to A102 as soon as possible.

1. Prepare a folder of exemplary student work. A referral team with a teacher, counselor, and an administrator will examine your work and school records to determine if the gifted program teacher should continue with the gifted referral process.

2. Your exemplary work folder should include three examples of your work that demonstrate your achievement in one general academic category. 

Choose one category from these four general academic categories:

1. math and science



3. debate and theater
2. language arts and social studies 

4. music and art

You may include work from one or both subjects in your selected category. Work samples should be for major tests, projects, essays, or merit certificates such as Science Fair or All-State Band. Your work must be from high school, not middle school.

The school referral team must review your folder and school records before testing occurs.  This is a requirement of the Georgia Department of Education.

Examples of what to put in your folder:

3 Test papers with high scores (A) from academic classes                        
and signed by teachers who graded these papers

Essays from English class with high grades(A) and signed by teachers who scored them

Certificates from Solo Regional or District Music Festival With Superior ratings

All-State Orchestra or AYSO selection and 1st chair position
Award Certificates won at Science Fair or Social Studies Fair

A list of art awards signed by art teacher

A list of debate awards signed by the debate coach

Governor’s Honors Semi-finalist or Finalist Selection certificate/letter in a content area

Proof of awards won at National or State Club Convention competitions in a content area

Academic Team State Championship Award

Math Team individual competition award

Best Actress Award, One-Act Play Competition, Drama playbills
Copies of outstanding SAT scores
Put your 3 achievement examples in a folder and take it to Mrs.Collins in A102. If you have trouble locating A102, you may give the folder to the counseling office.

After the referral team evaluates your work, I will contact you about the results and schedule testing if recommended by the team. PROVIDE YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS.

Jolinda Collins
Mrs. Jolinda Collins 








Gifted Program School Coordinator








Brookwood High School

See page 2 for achievement portfolio directions and examples.


