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Course Description:  Junior language arts is a study of American literature from the Native American Literature to American Romanticism.  Through this study, students will continue to hone a variety of writing skills and styles as well as improve grammar and usage, vocabulary and research skills.  This semester particularly focuses reading comprehension and writing skills for the Georgia High School Graduation Test and for the new SAT writing requirement.

Textbook:  The student is assigned the required textbook with a specific textbook number.  It is the student’s responsibility to keep up with the textbook assigned and to replace the textbook if it is lost or damaged.  Textbooks turned in without the proper textbook number will not be accepted and the student will be expected to pay for a lost textbook.  The cost of the new textbook is $61.97.

Course Requirements:

· Major Grades (tests, compositions, projects)
 - 45%

· Daily Grades (homework, class work, quizzes, participation) - 30%

· Benchmark Midterm (objective assessment) -5%

· Performance Exam (written assessment)-10%

· Final Exam (objective assessment) - 10%

Daily work/Homework:  Students will be given class time to complete most assigned work.  Work not completed in class will become homework.  Projects will also require some homework time.  Students are encouraged to review their notes and study on a daily basis to stay ahead.  

Quizzes:  Quizzes are an important part of preparation for tests and are also an encouragement to complete daily assignments.  Most quizzes will be announced in class the day before and posted on the website.  Absence is not an excuse to skip a quiz.

Tests:  Unit tests will be given over each unit of study and will occasionally include an essay component.  Tests are always announced in advance.  Make up tests are given after school ONLY!  It is the student’s responsibility to schedule a make up time within the 5 days allowed for make-up work.  Failure to do so will result in a 0.

Projects:  Various projects will be assigned throughout the year to enhance student understanding of broad historical and literary concepts.  Projects are always assigned well in advance of the due date and will be outlined in class.  

Writing:  Students will do a variety of writing activities throughout the year, which will include a minimum of 3 major essays and several minor essays per semester.  

Group Work: Group work is an effective way to teach content in an atmosphere that encourages personal responsibility within group dynamics.  When group work is assigned, each student will be assessed on their individual contributions to the group as well as the group’s final product.  This will result in two grades.

Final Exam:  First semester, the Final Exam will count 20%.  The multiple choice portion will count 10% and the written performance exam will count 10%. Second semester, the End of Course Test will count 15% and the Performance Exam will count 5% Much emphasis will be placed on long-term study habits that will encourage students to prepare throughout the semester for the final exam and the cumulative EOCT.

Class Policies:  Policies will be consistently followed throughout the semester.  Students are informed of all policies and they are ALWAYS held accountable for these policies.

1. Attendance/Make up work: Only work from an excused absence can be made up.  All work missed during an unexcused absence is a zero.  Students have 5 days to make up the work and then a zero is applied to all missing work.  It is the student’s responsibility to check the make up workbook for assignments and handouts.  All make up work should be properly labeled and turned into the appropriate location.  If a student is absent on the day of an in-class essay or test, with an EXCUSED absence they have 5 days to make up the work after school on Wednesday (or by specific appointment). 

2. Late work:  Daily work and homework can be turned in one day late for half credit.  Projects and other major assignments can be turned in one day late with a 20-point deduction to the grade.

3. Tardy policy: Tardiness to class will NOT be tolerated.  If you arrive to class after the tardy bell, please report immediately to the TAP table in C-1.

4. Hall Passes:  Students will be given 5 hall passes for the semester.  Hall passes should be used only when necessary because no further hall passes will be issued.  Students will not be permitted out of the class without their agenda book.  If a student looses their agenda book, their remaining passes are forfeited.  
5.   Materials:  Students are expected to come to class with ALL necessary materials.  This includes their textbook, notebook, paper, and writing utensils.  Students who fail to bring these items will be warned and then a detention will be assigned.  If the problem persists, a parent conference will be requested.
6.  Miscellaneous:  The following offenses will not be tolerated: SLEEPING, EATING IN CLASS, and PERSONAL GROOMING.  Students will receive one warning for the above offenses and then a detention will be assigned.  Subsequent offenses will result in an administrative referral and/or a parent conference.

7.  Teasing, making negative comments or any type of bullying will not be tolerated.  A referral to the administration will be issued on the first offense.

8.  Respect:  Disrespect of any kind will not be tolerated.  Talking back in any fashion is considered disrespectful.  Class disruption of any kind is disrespectful.  Talking while I am talking is disrespectful.  I will not tolerate disrespectful behavior towards classmates.  Disrespectful behavior will be referred to the administration.

HONOR CODE:

Definition of Cheating

      Brookwood High School aligns our policies on academic honesty with similar policies found at colleges. To this end, cheating at Brookwood High School includes any attempt to defraud, deceive, or mislead a teacher in arriving at an honest evaluation of student achievement. 

Cheating includes, but is not limited to the following:

       1. Looking at a test, quiz, or exam of another student while taking an evaluation

       2. Attempting to communicate information in any way during an in-class evaluation

       3. Having cheat sheets, or information written on the body or other personal objects

       4. Using programmed calculators or other electronic devices unless expressly permitted by the teacher

       5. Looking at quiz, test, or exam materials prior to their administration

       6. Failing to give credit for the ideas, words, or works of others 

       7. Giving information regarding an evaluation to another student who is scheduled to take the 

           same evaluation

       8. Submitting work through the use of technology that is not created by the student, including but not limited to file

           sharing  (submitting the same work with different header), copying files to and from disks and websites, or purchasing 

           solutions or works from others.
· The teacher reserves the right to change anything on the syllabus if it becomes necessary to do so.  

Please sign and return.

I have read and understand the course syllabus for Ms. Simmons’ Junior Language Arts class.

________________________________________           ________________________________________

Student Signature                                                                Parent Signature

Gwinnett County 


Grading Scale





A= 100-90	B= 89-80


C= 79-74	D= 73-70


F= 69 and below








